DBQ Skills Equation

	FIRST 15 MINUTES

	1. BRAINSTORM—read the question and (before looking at the documents) write down everything you already know about the topic.  This is all the outside information you know of that relates to the topic or time period.

	2. WRITE YOUR INITIAL THESIS—come up with a thesis statement to answer the question before you look at the documents.

	3.  ANALYZE DOCUMENTS—use APPARTS, LUKCAS, or POSER to analyze the documents.  Do not just restate what the document is about and do not use quotes from the documents in your essay.  Also label each document with appropriate symbols (IE: + for supports thesis)

	4.  TWEAK OR REPLACE YOUR THESIS—after looking at the documents, take another look at your thesis and see if it’ll still work

	5.  OUTLINE—outline your thesis by listing what evidence you’ll use to support your thesis (including Outside Info and Document Info) in each paragraph.  

	Last 45 MINUTES

	6.  WRITE ESSAY—make sure you completely write the first paragraph and concluding paragraph.  Do not leave either out of the essay!

	7.  CRITIQUE THE ESSAY—if time allows, go thru the essay and make sure that you are supporting your thesis and are historically accurate.  


Checklist

· Use a blue/black pen—no gel pens etc—and  skip lines if your handwriting is poor

· DO NOT USE ANY QUOTES IN YOUR ESSAY—they are time consuming and show a lack of analytical skill
· You can cite like this:  (C)

· Must use as much outside information as you can think of that pertains to the time period or question

· Must have concluding paragraph

· Mention time period in the introductory paragraph

· There is no need to use fancy transition sentences going from one paragraph to another

· Make sure you address the opposite of your thesis whenever appropriate.  You can do this in a separate paragraph or by including a “However….” sentence at the end of your body paragraphs that addresses the opposite position.

· EVERY DOCUMENT MUST BE USED AND USED EFFECTIVELY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

A good thesis will:

· Provides background information in the context of the question.

· Directly answers the question.

· Not simply a restatement of the question.

· Provide a specific outline of the topics to be explored in the essay.

· Have each claim made in the thesis and essay supported by outside information AND the 

documents 

